
 

 

 

 

Music Progression of Skills Map 
 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Listening Start to move in time 
with music.  
 
 
 

Understand the difference 
between creating a rhythm 
pattern and a pitch pattern 
comparing high and low 
sounds. 
 
Perform short copycat 
rhythm patterns 
accurately, led by the 
teacher, while keeping in 
time with a steady beat. 
 
Understand the difference 
between creating a rhythm 
pattern and a pitch pattern 
comparing high and low 
sounds 

Mark the beat of a 
listening piece by 
walking, tapping or 
clapping and 
recognising tempo as 
well as changes in 
tempo by grouping 
beats in twos and 
threes. 

I can listen with growing 
concentration to a range 
of live and recorded 
music and describe how 
the inter-related 
dimensions are used to 
create different moods 
and effects.  
 
I have listened to 
different instrumental 
families.  
 
I am beginning to use the 
vocabulary of the inter-
related dimensions when 
I am talking about music.  
 

I can listen with growing 
concentration to a 
range of live and 
recorded music and 
describe how the inter-
related dimensions are 
used to create different 
moods and effects.  
 
I have listened to 
different instrumental 
families.  
 
I am beginning to use 
the vocabulary of the 
inter-related dimensions 
when I am talking about 
music.  
 

I can listen with growing 
concentration to a range of 
live and recorded music 
and describe how the 
inter-related dimensions 
are used to create different 
moods and effects using 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
 
I can recognise (visually 
and aurally) and name a 
growing number of 
individual instruments 
within instrumental 
families.  
 

I can listen with growing 
concentration to a 
range of live and 
recorded music and 
describe how the inter-
related dimensions are 
used to create different 
moods and effects 
using appropriate 
musical vocabulary.  
 
I can recognise (visually 
and aurally) and name 
a growing number of 
individual instruments 
within instrumental 
families.  

Singing Sing a range of 
nursery rhymes and 
songs.  
 
 

Sing familiar songs in both 
low and high voices and 
talk about the difference in 
percussion sounds to 
enhance storytelling. 
 
Sing simple songs, chants 
and rhymes from memory, 
singing collectively and at 
the same pitch, 
responding to simple 
visual directions and 
counting in. 
 
Sing a wide range of call 
and response songs to 
control vocal pitch and to 
match the pitch they hear 
with accuracy. 
 
Improvise simple vocal 
chants, and create musical 
sound effects and short 
sequences of sounds in 
response to stimuli. 

Play a range of singing 
games based on the 
cuckoo interval 
matching voices 
accurately, supported 
by a leader playing the 
melody. 
 
Respond to pitch 
changes with actions 
and Sing songs and 
short phrases 
independently with a 
small pitch range with 
increasing vocal 
control. 
 
Know the meaning of 
dynamics and tempo 
and be able to 
demonstrate these 
when singing by 
responding to the 
leader's directions and 
visual symbols 

I can sing with 
expression, good diction 
and a growing sense of 
pitch.  
 
I have sung canons, 
rounds and other partner 
songs.  
 

I can sing with 
expression, good 
diction and a growing 
sense of pitch.  
 
I have sung canons, 
rounds and other 
partner songs.  
 

I can sing with clear 
diction, accurate tuning, 
control of breathing and 
phrasing and an 
awareness of style.  
 
I can sing songs and 
speak chants and rhymes 
in unison and 2/3 parts 
e.g. rounds and partner 
songs, showing an 
awareness of how the 
parts fit together.  
 

I can sing with clear 
diction, accurate tuning, 
control of breathing and 
phrasing and an 
awareness of style.  
 
I can sing songs and 
speak chants and 
rhymes in unison and 
2/3 parts e.g. rounds 
and partner songs, 
showing an awareness 
of how the parts fit 
together.  
 



 
 

Composing Invent, adapt and 
recount narratives and 
stories with peers and 
their teacher 
 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process 
they have used 
 

Recognise how graphic 
notation can represent 
created sounds. Explore 
and invent own symbols 
and follow pictures and 
symbols to guide singing 
and playing 

Use and recognise 
graphic symbols, dot 
notation and stick 
notation, as 
appropriate, to keep a 
record of composed 
pieces and match it to 
3-note tunes played on 
tuned percussion. 

I have composed music 
for a range of purposes, 
thoughtfully using the 
inter-related dimensions 
of music to create 
specific effects, moods, 
atmospheres and ideas.  
 
I can improvise and 
compose within given 
parameters e.g. create a 
simple melody using a 
given range of notes, or 
create a rhythm that lasts 
for 4 beats.  
 

I have composed music 
for a range of purposes, 
thoughtfully using the 
inter-related dimensions 
of music to create 
specific effects, moods, 
atmospheres and ideas.  
 
I can improvise and 
compose within given 
parameters e.g. create 
a simple melody using 
a given range of notes, 
or create a rhythm that 
lasts for 4 beats.  
 

I have composed music for 
a range of purposes, 
refining the use of the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music to create specific 
effects, moods, 
atmospheres and ideas.  
 
I can improvise and 
compose within given 
parameters e.g. Improvise 
freely over a simple 
groove, or create a simple 
melody using a given 
range of notes, and 
consider how to structure 
my compositions.  
 
I can reflect on and refine 
my work.  
 

I have composed music 
for a range of purposes, 
refining the use of the 
inter-related dimensions 
of music to create 
specific effects, moods, 
atmospheres and ideas.  
 
I can improvise and 
compose within given 
parameters e.g. 
Improvise freely over a 
simple groove, or 
create a simple melody 
using a given range of 
notes, and consider 
how to structure my 
compositions.  
 
I can reflect on and 
refine my work.  
 

Performing and 
musicianship 

Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and 
stories with others 
 
 

Use body and classroom 
percussion, Walk, 
move/dance or clap a 
steady beat with others 
and live music, changing 
the speed of the beat as 
the tempo of the music 
changes.  
 
Perform short copycat 
rhythm patterns 
accurately, led by the 
teacher, while keeping in 
time with a steady beat. 
 

Play copycat rhythms, 
copying a leader, and 
invent/create rhythms 
for others to copy on 
untuned percussion 
including crotchets, 
quavers and crotchets 
rests and using word 
phrases 
 
Create music in 
response to a non-
musical stimulus while 
Working with a partner 
to improvise simple 
question and answer 
phrases. 

I understand the 
difference between pulse 
and rhythm.  
 
I can choose and 
maintain an appropriate 
pulse.  
 
I can maintain an 
ostinato part (repeating 
rhythm) on percussion 
instruments, keeping to 
the pulse.  
 
I have played a simple 
melody on a tuned 
instrument.  
 
I can read and clap/tap a 
4-beat rhythm pattern 
consisting of crotchets, 
paired quavers and 
crotchets rests (walk, 
jogging and ssh).  
 
I have recorded my 
compositions in a variety 
of ways (e.g. graphic 
notation, rhythm notation, 
music technology).  
 

I understand the 
difference between 
pulse and rhythm.  
 
I can choose and 
maintain an appropriate 
pulse.  
 
I can maintain an 
ostinato part (repeating 
rhythm) on percussion 
instruments, keeping to 
the pulse.  
 
I have played a simple 
melody on a tuned 
instrument.  
 
I can read and clap/tap 
a 4-beat rhythm pattern 
consisting of crotchets, 
paired quavers and 
crotchets rests (walk, 
jogging and ssh).  
 
I have recorded my 
compositions in a 
variety of ways (e.g. 
graphic notation, 
rhythm notation, music 
technology).  

I can play a rhythmic 
pattern or melody and 
maintain it as part of a 
multi-layered ensemble 
piece, keeping a strong 
sense of pulse.  
 
I can read and clap/tap a 
2, 3 or 4-beat rhythm 
pattern consisting of 
crotchets, paired quavers, 
minims, semiquavers and 
crotchet rests (walk, 
jogging, stride, running 
faster and ssh).  
 
I have experienced 
reading music on staff 
notation.  
 
I have recorded my 
compositions in a variety 
of ways with increasing 
detail (e.g. graphic 
symbols, rhythm notation, 
staff notation and music 
technology.)  
 
I have played and 
performed in 
solo/ensemble contexts, 

I can play a rhythmic 
pattern or melody and 
maintain it as part of a 
multi-layered ensemble 
piece, keeping a strong 
sense of pulse.  
 
I can read and clap/tap 
a 2, 3 or 4-beat rhythm 
pattern consisting of 
crotchets, paired 
quavers, minims, 
semiquavers and 
crotchet rests (walk, 
jogging, stride, running 
faster and ssh).  
 
I have experienced 
reading music on staff 
notation.  
 
I have recorded my 
compositions in a 
variety of ways with 
increasing detail (e.g. 
graphic symbols, 
rhythm notation, staff 
notation and music 
technology.)  
 
I have played and 



 
 

  
 

playing and singing with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression.  
 

performed in 
solo/ensemble 
contexts, playing and 
singing with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression.  
 

 


